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ACT Government’s Inquiry into Engagement with Development 

Application (DA) Processes in the ACT 
This important inquiry has now closed for consideration of submissions. The RRA’s 
submission commented on Section 2 i.e. the accessibility and effectiveness of DAs. 
 

We raised concerns about the resources available to conserve mandated heritage 
requirements listed in the Reid Housing Precinct Entry on the ACT Heritage 
Register. 
 

As evidenced in the Reid Housing Precinct and in other non-heritage areas of Reid 
the pervading policy ‘risk of harm’ is applied to many breaches of regulations and 
requirements. While entirely appropriate for hazards such as uneven footpaths 
and fallen tree branches this approach is not applicable to heritage conservation. 
 

We recommended that current relevant enforcement mechanisms be applied 
when DA noncompliance occurs. This is needed for not only non-compliance with 
heritage requirements but also with other ACT legislation that relates to DAs. This 
includes activities that do require a development application e.g. unauthorized 
changes to verges and driveways and construction of illegal front fences. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ILLEGAL PARKING 
Illegal parking continues to increase in the suburb as it is being treated as a free  
all day parking opportunity for city workers, shoppers and students. Currently the 
ACT Government will only issue resident parking permits for two areas in the ACT: 
Argyle Square and Havelock House. According to Access Canberra:  

‘The ACT Government is phasing out residential parking permits because they are 
not a fair and equitable approach to allocate highly sought-after public parking 
spaces. Parking turnover and availability for visitors and customers is particularly 
important in high-demand areas around the City Centre and parliamentary 
Triangle. On street parking is public property and the right to use it is shared 
equally by all.’ www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/app/answers/detail/a_id/1677#!tabs-8 

RRA continues to make representations to the ACT Government in an effort to 
increase parking patrols in Reid to enforce parking regulations in the suburb so 
that parking is indeed available for visitors and customers and is not taken up by 
workers who park all day in limited time parking areas with apparently little 
enforcement by the ACT Government parking inspectors. 

Particular areas of concern in Reid are: Anzac Park West, the area surrounding Reid 
Oval, Amaroo Street and Dirrawan Gardens. 

 



WAR ON WASTE 
The ABC has been continuing its war on waste and highlighting on recycling, or in 
some cases lack of, opportunities to do so.  

The ACT Container Deposit Scheme commenced operating in July 
2018. Empty beverage containers including such as aluminium drink 
cans, glass beer bottles, milk and juice cartons, water and soft drink 
bottles between 150 millimetres and 3 litres are eligible for a 10 cent 
refund Glass wine and spirit bottles, plastic milk and cordial bottles 
are not eligible and should be placed in the yellow topped recycling 
bins. 

Currently there are seven express points in Vinnies and Salvos’ shop fronts and 
two bulk depots with the Government intending to increase this to 18 return 
points across Canberra by July 2019. For more information visit 
www.acteds.com.au 
The nearest express point for Reid residents is Vinnies Dickson and bulk depot is 
10 Buckland Street, Mitchell. 
 

Soft plastic (items that can be scrunched) can now be recycled 
through REDcycle bins in a number of supermarkets. Bread, pasta, 
frozen food, confectionery and carrier bags, chip packets, chocolate 
wrappers, cereal box liners, animal and baby food pouches, cling and 
bubble wrap will all be accepted. For more information on what can 
be recycled visit www.redcycle.net.au/what-to-redcycle/ 

The nearest REDcycle drop off points for Reid residents are Coles Canberra Centre, 
Civic and Woolworths Dickson. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NEWS FROM ST JOHN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, REID 

20 October 2018 - St John’s Community Fair 9.30 am to 1.30 pm 

The parishioners of St John’s are busy preparing for our annual Community Fair, 
which has been a regular feature in the Canberra calendar since the 1930s. It’s a 
traditional fair jam packed with entertainment; a white elephant stall and other 
stalls loaded with goodies such as homemade jams, cakes, craft, plants, clothing, 
trinkets and treasures; a barbecue and Devonshire teas. Families love the 
childrens’ activities including pony rides, jumping castle, face painting and the 
fishing game. Live music will include the Radford Camerata and the COZMO 
Mandolin Orchestra. 

Bell ringers: Mondays weekly at 5.30 pm 

Bell ringing is a team activity that stimulates the brain, helps keep you fit and also 
makes a glorious sound. Join our bell ringers on Mondays at 5.30 pm. Contact via 
the Parish Office. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

New Residents’ Welcome Pack 
A Welcome Pack is now available to help you get acquainted with the history & 
heritage of this unique suburb. The pack also provides general information on the 
usual administrative services and contact details. If you are new to Reid please let 
us know if you would like the Welcome Pack by contacting us at 
info@reid.northcanberra.org.au 
 



90 YEARS OF TENNIS IN REID 
Reid Tennis Club is 90-years old on Monday 27 August 2018. The first meeting was 
held on the 27 August 1928 in the Ainslie School. To celebrate the event, the Club 
is hosting a dinner at the Mercure Hotel, Limestone Ave, on Monday 27 August 
2018 at 6.45 pm. 
Members of the Reid Residents’ Association and other Reid residents are invited to 
attend and join present and former Club members and other tennis players. 

Inquiries to Reidtennisclub@gmail.com Cost is $60 per head. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
REID – HERITAGE SUBURB 

Reid Residents’ Association is pleased to publish the first installment of an article on Reid’s 
heritage by John Tucker, a former President of RRA and long serving Committee member. 

 
Reid is a fascinating, diverse suburb of significant historical interest and heritage 
value. Located in Canberra's Inner North and adjacent to Civic Centre on its eastern 
side, Reid is bounded by six important roads: Limestone (formerly Pialligo) Avenue, 
Ainslie Avenue, Cooyong Street, Coranderrk Street, Constitution Avenue and Anzac 
Parade. Formerly known as South Ainslie, Reid was gazetted as a Canberra suburb 
on 20 September 1928. It is named after Australia's fourth Prime Minister. 
 
Reid's heritage value includes: pre-European Indigenous artefacts, a colonial 
church, schoolhouse and graveyard, significant sites in Canberra's early history, 
some of which are now lost, Canberra's first post-Federation urban church, part of 
the early Canberra railway, one of Canberra's first tennis clubs and Infants' pre-
school, and a largely intact group of 1920s and 30s residential houses exemplifying 
the ‘Garden City’ movement in a grid street pattern which originated from Walter 
Burley Griffin, the architect of the Federal capital. All of this is located in an area of 
some 485 hectares, on the edge of Canberra's Central Business District 
 
Pre-Federation Heritage (Indigenous) 
Indigenous heritage in Reid is scant and not well recorded. The area to the north 
western end of Booroondara Street, according to one elderly resident of Reid, was 
a billabong and reputedly used by Aboriginals as a food source. The billabong fed 
into the area now known as Glebe Park which is located in a small part of the 
former St John's Glebe. This was mainly low-lying land close to the Molonglo River 
and was donated by Robert Campbell to the St John the Baptist Church for use as a 
farm. An article in a Canberra newspaper published in the 1980s recorded that 
Aboriginal grinding stones had been found in Booroondara Street. The Ngunnawal 
people mainly occupied the area around Canberra. 
To be continued. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

REID OVAL: Shabby But Not Chic! 
We have brought the shabbiness of Reid Oval to the attention of government. 
Continued parking under the trees has caused erosion, soil compaction & exposure 
of large roots. The prevailing issue of overstay parking constitutes a continued loss 
of revenue for government. 
 
On the Limestone Avenue side, directly opposite the Australian War Memorial – 



one of the nation’s most visited tourist destinations – there is not even a proper 
footpath. 
 

The Oval itself is blighted with an ugly shipping container and dilapidated cricket 
screens. All this looks derelict and is in plain sight! 
 
We look forward to remediation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SUPPORT REID 

Become a supporter or sponsor 
Each year it costs about $1,800 to operate RRA. This includes website 
management, printing newsletters etc. We need people and local businesses that 
might be able to provide assistance in either cash or kind to assist our operational 
costs. Do you live in Reid and operate a business either in Reid or elsewhere? 
 
Exclusive advertising will be provided in this newsletter for sponsors. If you can 
help please contact Derk Swieringa  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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President: Marianne Albury-Colless,  
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